Bad Dog Blues   1/05

www.baddogblues.com
Rich DelGrosso: Get Your Nose Outta My Bizness!

(Independent) 
 These days the mandolin is almost exclusively identified with Bluegrass music but there was time when it held a prominent role in old time music including early ragtime and blues. These days practically nobody plays the instrument in a blues context which makes Rich DelGrosso's mandolin soaked "Get Your Nose Outta My Bizness" such refreshing listening.

 DelGrosso is an accomplished mandolin player who's learned his lessons well and obviously is well versed in the history of mandolin blues. There indeed is a history heard on early rural black records, particularly in the string band and jug band traditions exemplified by groups like the Dallas String Band, Mississippi Mud Steppers and the Memphis Jug Band among others. Individual mandolin players include Charlie McCoy, Howard Armstrong, Yank Rachell, possibly the greatest of them all, and the amazing Johnny Young who, along with Yank and Armstrong, brought the instrument into the modern era. DelGrosso learned directly from Yank and obviously learnt plenty from the others and the results speak for themselves on the wonderful "Get Your Nose Outta My Bizness." 

 DelGrosso plays in a band setting on these tracks with a strong Chicago blues feel ala Johnny Young who's phrasing and attack he most resembles. In addition he possesses a strong, throaty vocal style that's used to good effect. DelGrosso's backed by a fine little band with a rhythm section of Jeff Turmes or Ernie Scarborough on bass, David Kida on drums plus guests James Harman, Pinetop Perkins and Doug MacLeod. Most of the tracks are traditional outside of the title track which finds DelGrosso in a trio setting laying down some bold mandolin licks in the style of Johnny Young on the traditionally grounded "Big Fat Mama Jam", a rollicking instrumental propelled by Pinetop's fleet boogie piano and the wailing harp of James Harman. DelGrosso delivers a unique spin on vintage numbers like Muddy's "Can't Be Satisfied" given a driving shuffle treatment, the classic "Divin' Duck Blues" cut by Sleepy John and Yank Rachell back in 1929 is given a fine workout, there's tough moody versions of "Outskirts Of Town" and "That's Alright" featuring DelGrosso laying down some down and dirty guitar and a lovely version of Tampa's immortal "When Things Go Wrong." 
 Traditions like jug bands and string bands, once a vibrant part of rural music have sadly faded into the mists of time. It's good to see someone keeping those traditions alive and Rich DelGrosso has obviously listened long and hard to those old masters, expertly keeping it alive on the heartfelt and beautifully played "Get Your Nose Outta My Bizness."
-Check out these related links:

Mandolin.com Website
(Jeff Harris) 
